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Characters

Caesarians

▪ JULIUS CAESAR General and ruler of Rome

▪ CALPURNIA Wife to Caesar

▪ MARK ANTONY Caesar’s favorite; one of three generals (the 
Triumvirate) who lead Rome after Caesar’s death.

▪ OCTAVIA Caesar’s niece and heir; a member of the Triumvirate.

▪ PUBILIUS

Other Romans

▪ SOOTHSAYER

▪ PINDARUS Slave, freed by his service to Cassius

▪ FIRST AND SECOND COMMONER

▪ SOLDIER

The Family and Followers of the Conspiracy against Caesar

▪ MARCUS BRUTUS Senator recruited to lead the conspiracy

▪ PORTIA Wife to Brutus

▪ CASSIUS Senator and friend to Brutus; organizes conspiracy

▪ CASCA Senator

▪ CINNA Senator
Costume design for Mark 
Antony by Jeremy Floyd



Julius Caesar: Act I 

▪ Julius Caesar returns victorious.

▪ Senate moves to anoint Caesar 
with a crown, in recognition of 
his successes. 

▪ Soothsayer warns: “Beware the 
Ides of March.”

▪ Led by Cassius, the conspirators 
plot their course of action. 
Cassius says:

▪ “I was born free as Caesar. And 
this man/Is now become a god, 
and Cassius is/A wretched 
creature.”

▪ Brutus joins Cassius and others to 
assassinate Caesar.

▪ Caesar is killed on the Ides of 
March on the steps of the 
Capitol. 



Julius Caesar: Act II

▪ Brutus and Antony speak at Caesar’s 
funeral. 

▪ The public is swayed by Antony and 
Brutus and Cassius leave Rome.

▪ Civil war is waged between the two 
sides: Antony and Octavia and Brutus 
and Cassius.

▪ Fearing defeat and acknowledging 
their failure to save Rome, Cassius 
and then Brutus kill themselves.

▪ Antony and Octavia remain to 
become the rulers of Rome. 

Ray Fearon as Mark Antony and Paterson 
Joseph as Brutus in Royal Shakespeare 
Company's Julius Caesar



Our Production
The MSIS production is set in no specific 
time and yet like 44 BCE and 1599 AD, it is 
a time of uncertainty and looming 
instability. 

The set design reflects a landscape of 
buildings that once evoked great 
architectural structures but is now slowly 
falling into ruin. On the sides are signs of 
public postings of past and present rulers 
and the sentiments of others spray painted 
on the walls themselves. At top is a chain 
link fence-like border that appears to keep 
the outside at bay. It is a post-apocalyptic 
world that suggests what can happen when 
tides of power shift and the centers of 
order no longer hold. 



Our Production

▪ The production also features a world where 
women and men command power in equal 
measure. Mark Antony is a woman; 

▪ Octavius becomes Octavia whose armies 
are women and who will together with 
Mark Antony at the end of the play take 
over as leaders of this conquered land. 

▪ For the conspirators, Casca is a woman and 
joins forces with Brutus and Cassius. 

▪ These shifts in gender encourage us to 
question stereotypical views of power and 
leadership and consider new possibilities 
for how Shakespeare might be presented 
for contemporary audiences.

Octavia



Audiences are Participants

▪ For the MSIS production of Julius Caesar, audience participation is 
critical. 

▪ The audience acts as citizens of Rome. The citizens of Rome play an 
important part in determining the course of action for the play. 

▪ Listen carefully, be alert and respond to what is happening when 
called upon! 

Friends, Romans, Countrymen

Lend me your ears!



Themes and Questions to Explore: Parallels 
between Julius Caesar and The Hunger Games

Brutus or Katniss

▪ The Hunger Games series pulls heavily from 
Shakespeare's’ play and from the culture of the 
Ancient Roman Empire. 

Propaganda

▪ Fans of The Hunger Games will probably remember 
the word, “propo”. 

▪ A propo was a broadcast video that allowed the 
rebellion to stir up resent toward the capitol and to 
create allies for their cause. 

▪ In Julius Caesar, propaganda takes the form of 
speeches, most dramatically when Brutus is followed 
by Marc Antony at Caesar’s funeral. 

▪ Note how the public is stirred and how the speeches 
work upon the public. 

Bread and Circuses

▪ Rulers in The Hunger Games and Julius Caesar believed 
that basic food (bread) and good entertainment 
(circuses) would keep the people distracted enough to 
allow those in charge to rule as hey desired. 
– Do you see any parallels in today’s world?



Parallels between Julius Caesar and The 
Hunger Games

Questions for discussion

▪ What do you think author 
Suzanne Collins was trying to 
say by tying her futuristic world 
to this one so far in the past?

▪ Who does Katniss Everdeen 
parallel in the Julius Caesar
story?

▪ What can we learn from both 
stories?



Themes and Questions to Explore: 
Private vs Public Expressions of Truth

▪ Motivations, intentions and beliefs are all 
expressed through the words and actions 
of the central characters. 

▪
A key tension is the expressions of 
individuals done in private and those 
presented in public to a larger audience. 

▪
The tension between what is said and 
done in quiet moments of introspection 
and passionate discussion and what is said 
and done in extravagant and violent public 
scenes runs through the entire play.



Private vs Public Expressions of Truth

Questions for Discussion 

▪ Find other instances in the play where characters 
say/do one thing and then reveal their true 
thoughts when along. 

▪ How were the soliloquies presented in the 
production? Were the characters completely alone 
on stage or were others in the background? 

▪ In what ways, did the soliloquies of the characters 
influence your opinions of them? 

▪ Did you find yourself changing allegiances 
throughout the play? Or did you stay on the side 
of one or the other?

▪ What examples can you find in contemporary 
times where this tension between private and 
public seems to exist?

Damian Lewis delivering Mark Antony’s speech from Julius Caesar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q89MLuLSJgk&t=5s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q89MLuLSJgk&t=5s


Themes and Questions to Explore: 
Rhetoric and the Power of Language

Shakespeare wrote plays with the intention of capturing the imagination 
and the attention of his audiences. The primary vehicle for this was 
language. 

Read the two speeches (aloud if possible) as well as the responses from 
the public. Compare and contrast the following

Use of logic: 

▪ Brutus: Had you rather Caesar were living and die all slaves, than that 
Caesar were dead, to live all free men?

▪ Antony: The evil that men do lives after them; The good is oft interred 
with their bones.

Use of emotion:

▪ Brutus: .. Not that I loved Caesar less, but that I loved Rome more.

▪ Antony: My heart is in the coffin there with Caesar, And I must pause till it 
come back to me.

Use of repetition: 

▪ Count how many times honor, honorable and ambition is spoken in both.

Marlon Brando in the 1953 film version of Julius Caesar



Rhetoric and the Power of Language

Other Questions for Discussion

▪ Who speaks first? 

▪ Why did the public change their 
minds? 

▪ How were the speeches presented in 
the production? 

▪ Did you find yourself changing 
allegiances from Brutus to Antony? 
Why or why not?

▪ What examples can you find in 
contemporary times where rhetoric is 
used (and many of the same linguistic 
devices!)?

Image courtesy of The Shakespeare Company



Themes and Questions to Explore: 
Ambition: Thirsting for Power

Ambition in and of itself is neither 
negative or positive. Defined it means a 
strong desire to do or to achieve 
something, typically requiring 
determination and hard work. 

Ambition is also often accompanied by the 
desire and determination to achieve 
success. How success is measured can be 
through fame, fortune and/or power. 

In Julius Caesar, ambition is primarily 
measured through the amount of control 
and power within the government. The 
play blends the personal with the political. 
Political (and personal) ambition is 
something to be gained and also 
something to be feared. 

Questions for Discussion

▪ Read the excerpt from Brutus’ speech 
and review the metaphor of the ladder 
Brutus uses to describe ambition. In 
what other places, have you seen a 
ladder used in reference to ambition 
and the determination to succeed?

▪ Read aloud the excerpts of Antony’s 
speeches. Take note of the strategies 
Antony uses to sway public opinion. 
How does the audience know whether 
Antony is honest about Caesar’s will?

▪ What examples can you find in 
contemporary times where ambition 
has caused great leaders to say to 
convince citizens of their power? 



Ambition: Thirsting for Power

Questions for Discussion

▪ Read the excerpt from Brutus’ speech and review 
the metaphor of the ladder Brutus uses to describe 
ambition. In what other places, have you seen a 
ladder used in reference to ambition and the 
determination to succeed?

▪ Read aloud the excerpts of Antony’s speeches. 
Take note of the strategies Antony uses to sway 
public opinion. How does the audience know 
whether Antony is honest about Caesar’s will?

▪ What examples can you find in contemporary 
times where ambition has caused great leaders to 
say to convince citizens of their power? 



William Shakespeare

Born

▪ April 23, 1564 in Stratford upon 
Avon.

Married 

▪ Anne Hathaway in 1582 and 
had three children. 

Death

▪ Believed to have died on April 
23, 1616. Survived by his wife 
and two children. 

Career

▪ Wrote most of his plays 
between 1589 and 1613.

▪ 38 plays, 154 sonnets, two long 
narrative poems and other 
short verses.

▪ By 1599, built The Globe 
Theatre on the bank of the 
Thames in London (destroyed 
by fire in 1613). 



Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar

▪ The Roman Republic was an ancient state that was 
centered around the city of Rome. 

▪ A republic is a system of government in which the 
power rests with Senators who are appointed to 
represent the people. 

▪ Most citizens had no political authority. They 
could vote but could not hold a position of power.

▪ Julius Caesar was a great military hero who was 
praised for his both his military skills and his ability 
to lead. 
– He gave grain to the urban poor. 
– He provided both gladiatorial games and banquets as 

entertainment. 

▪ It was feared that Caesar would become dictator 
for life.

▪ He was assassinated on March 15, 44 BCE. This is 
the year in which Shakespeare’s play is set.

▪ The first performance of the play was in 1599. Queen 
Elizabeth had been in power for many years. There was 
no named heir to the throne. 

▪ Shakespeare’s depiction of Julius Caesar was a veiled 
warning to citizens and rulers alike of the chaos that 
might follow with no ruler in place. 

▪ Shakespeare offers no solutions; rather, the play 
presents a time of confusion, of uncertainty and of 
political crisis. 

How many ages hence 
Shall this our lofty scene be acted over

In states unborn and accents yet unknown! (3.1.111-13)
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